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TRANSLATION 

Translation from the Ukrainian 

UKRAINE 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

No. 21/20-410-1453 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine presents its compliments to the Embassy of 

the Russian Federation in Ukraine and, in reply to its note No. 191/n of 22 August 2001, has 

the honour to transmit the draft Declaration of Ukraine and the Russian Federation concerning 

the legal status of the Sea of Azov, the Kerch Strait, and delimitation of maritime areas in the 

Black Sea.  

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine avails itself of the opportunity to renew to 

the Embassy of the Russian Federation in Ukraine the assurances of its high consideration. 

Attachment: idem, 2 pages. 

Kiev, 31 August 2001 

(official seal of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine) 

EMBASSY 

OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION 

IN UKRAINE 

Kiev 
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DECLARATION 

of Ukraine and the Russian Federation on the Legal Status  

of the Sea of Azov, the Kerch Strait and Delimiting of Maritime Areas

in the Black Sea 

The President of Ukraine and the President of the Russian Federation, 

Guided by the relations of friendship and cooperation between the peoples of Russia and Ukraine 

and building on historically close ties, 

In keeping with the provisions of the Treaty on Friendship, Cooperation and Partnership between 

Ukraine and the Russian Federation of 31 May 1997, 

Recognizing that strengthening of friendly, good neighbourly relations and mutually beneficial 

cooperation serves the core interests of the peoples of Ukraine and Russia as well as the purposes of peace 

and international security, 

Considering interaction in the use of the water area of the Sea of Azov an important element of 

economic cooperation between Ukraine and the Russian Federation, 

Noting that it is important to effectively ensure the safety of navigation and environmental protection 

in the said water area, prevent and suppress illegal activities, and foster cooperation between the competent 

authorities of the Russian Federation and Ukraine to these ends, 

Have reached an agreement on the need to intensify the negotiation process at the level of 

plenipotentiary delegations from the two countries to draw up treaty documents defining the status of the Sea 

of Azov and the Kerch Strait as well as delimiting maritime areas – territorial seas, exclusive economic 

zones and continental shelves – in the Black Sea on the basis of the following fundamental principles:  

1. The Sea of Azov and the Kerch Strait are internal waters of Ukraine and the Russian Federation

and should be delimited by a state border line in order to determine the limits of each state's sovereignty. 

The waters of the Sea of Azov and the Kerch Strait are closed for navigation of third countries' 

warships.  

2. Delimitation of the territorial seas, exclusive economic zones and continental shelf of the Russian

Federation and Ukraine in the Black Sea will be carried out with due regard for the provisions of the 1982 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea based on the median line principle and formalized in a 

separate treaty between Ukraine and the Russian Federation. 

3. In addition to the existing agreements covering various aspects of cooperation between Ukraine

and the Russian Federation in the Sea of Azov, the Black Sea and the Kerch Strait, other bilateral documents 

will be drawn up to regulate practical collaboration in the matters of law enforcement, fishery, conservation 

of living resources, preservation of the environment, ensuring the safety of navigation, and other areas. 

President of Ukraine President of the Russian Federation 

L. KUCHMA V. PUTIN

_____________ “___”   ___________ 2001 
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